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control of production and distribution will therefore come into the
hands of all-powerful bodies, which will organize the economic
system of the country with regard only to its general interests.
This edifice will finally be crowned by the setting up of a
monetary system adapted to the needs of the State and of the
nation's economic life. The bank-note will cease to represent
a certain quantity of gold. Henceforth it will only serve as
a common measure in the internal exchange of goods: abroad
there will merely be clearing operations monopolized by the State
without French currency playing any part.
A rigorous control of foreign exchanges and a severe control of
prices will avoid a rise in prices at home and any devaluation of the
national currency abroad.
II. Plan of this Book
Such appears to be the programme of the National Revolution
to the study of which the second part of the present work is to be
devoted.
This study will be divided into seven sections:
The Strengthening of the State.
The Purging of the Population.
Work and Unemployment.
The Return to the Land.
The Planned Economic System.
Money and the Budget.
Supplies and Prices.
We must call attention to the fact that we have frequently been
obliged to make what seems an unorthodox division of the subject-
matter. It has in reality been imposed upon us by the necessity of
presenting the problems as they offered themselves to the Vichy
Government and not as in theory they should have done.
Thus the system of occupational groups will be treated under the
section relating to the strengthening of the State; and in the middle
of this same section the control of the Press and Radio will have
to be linked with questions relating to the police. Thus again
the policy of great public works and the legislation relating to war
damages must be studied in the section devoted to the fight against
unemployment. The regulation of supplies must be dissociated
from the section dealing with the planned economic system, for
it is inseparable from the problem of prices. In doubtful cases
readers will please consult the alphabetical index.
Each section is essentially made up of a strictly objective survey
of the legislation and regulations in force, preceded by general
observations. In these observations we have endeavoured to